Strategic plan for nurse education, training and practice (2012/13e2016/17)
The purpose is to develop, reconstruct and revitalize the profession to ensure that nursing and midwifery practitioners are equipped to address the disease burden and population health needs within a revitalized healthcare system in South Africa.
The Health NSDA has three output areas as follows:
1. Increasing life expectancy, decreasing maternal and child mortality; combating HIV and AIDS and decreasing the burden of diseases from Tuberculosis (TB); and strengthening health system effectiveness. 2. This latter category includes outputs on improving patient care and satisfaction levels of healthcare users; accrediting health establishments to meet core standards, revitalising primary health care (PHC) and improving quality of care. 3. This put the health sector on a new path towards greater health equity, access and acceptability and necessitated a revision of the 2008 Nursing Strategy.
Current challenges
South Africa's predominantly nurse-based healthcare system requires nurses to have the competency and expertise in a large number to manage the country's increasing burden of disease.
South Africa has a quadruple burden of disease: HIV & AIDS and TB, high maternal and child mortality, non-communicable diseases, and violence and injuries.
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